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Welcome to the Galvanise Capital investor newsletter, October 2018. 

Galvanise Capital has had an unprecedented few months both in terms of deal size and 

volume. We closed investments over the summer months in ThinkSprint, Appsumer, 

Phrasee, One Pulse and WhichIt. It is so encouraging to continue seeing existing 

portfolio companies receiving follow on investment on the basis of demonstrating 

convincing growth and ambitious, mature plans, and at the same time to welcome fresh 

founders to the Galvanise portfolio, such as Sam Reid at ThinkSprint. More details on 

these deals below. 

 

Dates for your diary  

We are continuing to welcome new investor members and so if you would be interested 

in joining us at our next company pitching meeting, get in touch here. 

London, 26th November - Devina and Kate will be representing Galvanise on the panel 

at an event along with MBM Commercial and Kingston Smith, called ‘Doing the Deal: 

Angel Investing Workshop’. You can sign up here. 

Edinburgh, 31 October - Startup Summit - Nick and Kate will be running a workshop for 

founders, based on the topic of ‘leveraging culture to achieve growth’. If you are 

interested in attending the workshop, or the Startup Summit generally, check out the 

details here.   

Summary of recent deals and progress 

 

Appsumer - Appsumer provides unified analytics 

for performance marketing.  

Now is an exciting time for Appsumer, which looks 

set to continue growth into 2019.  Galvanise led 

the round that recently completed, and which is 

already allowing Appsumer to continue pushing 

success and growth. It was a successful summer 

for Appsumer, who won the title of the most 
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Innovative Platform at the European Digiday 

Media Awards in June. More recently, CEO 

Shumel was interviewed at DMEXCO 2018, where 

he talked with clarity on the ways in which 

Appsumer can help clients create value from the 

data they hold. 

 

Phrasee - Phrasee uses AI to write marketing 

copy, for example in emails or on Facebook.  

Phrasee recently closed its Series A round in 

which Galvanise provided follow on investment. 

The round was lead by Albion Capital and the 

investment will be used in order to fund continued 

growth, particularly in the US, and R&D of new 

products. They have recently launched a product 

for Facebook and Instagram.   

There was significant media interest in reporting 

this deal and you can read one of the articles here. 

Phrasee also wrote a piece sharing their 

perspective on the investment. Phrasee has also 

recently picked up significant press attention for 

the launch of their ‘Emotions Matter’ campaign, 

starting by providing a starter guidebook to ethical 

marketing.  

 

Think Sprint - We are pleased to announce the 

addition of a new portfolio company, ThinkSprint to 

the Galvanise portfolio. The recent round that 

Galvanise took part in (alongside other angels) 

has already allowed key resource to be added in 

terms of development of the product and sales. 

The ThinkSprint team is also making the most of 

the wider advice and input of Galvanise. We're so 

pleased to welcome ThinkSprint to the portfolio 

and look forward to watching the progression of 

this exciting company.  
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If you haven't heard of it before, ThinkSprint is at 

the cutting edge of innovation delivery, and 

provides a way in which large businesses can 

quick access domain experts from startups to 

stress test, iterate and refine new concepts, 

quickly and cost effectively. They have already 

been working with clients such as Samsung and 

Santander, and are due to work on a project with 

MIT. 

Other rounds and updates 

We also recently completed follow on rounds in WhichIt and One Pulse. 

Profit with purpose 

We are seeing growing levels of interest in companies who have a social purpose 

or mission, and we are actively looking closely for companies who have a social 

purpose and whose businesses fit within the Galvanise criteria.  

Recently, we were interviewed for a blog of Firstport, which is the Scottish 

development agency for social entrepreneurs and enterprise, to share insights for 

social entrepreneurs looking to raise investment for the businesses.  

We have also been working with those running the Scotland Can B program, 

which is an initiative in Scotland to stimulate the use of business as a force of 

good, firstly by encouraging more business to take part in a positive 

benchmarking exercise to measure their social and environmental positive impact. 

This program is part of a wider global movement, which involves organisations 

becoming certified as B Corporations, provided they meet certain standards of 

social and environmental performance, transparency and accountability. Notably, 

brands such as Unilever and Danone have joined the movement and working 

towards certification, with Danone talking in depth on their website about the 

benefits and reasons.   
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Before you go…some interesting things we wanted to share 

We’re really into podcasts right now and find they’re a great way of keeping up to date 

with the latest trends and developments in tech, disruption and investing in these 

spaces. If you’re interested but not sure where to start, or are looking for some 

inspiration, we came across this great list - in particular we rate twentyminutevc and 

a16z. There was also recently a fascinating discussion on this IntelligenceSquared 

podcast, between @tristanharris, a former design ethicist at Google and the New 

Statesman’s Helen Lewis, on the threat that technology poses to society and our minds.  

We recently attended the AI Congress in London and heard one talk in particular that 

caught our attention, on AI and Ethics. Quite topical really considering the podcast we 

mentioned above, but also Phrasee has recently published it’s Ethics policy and co-

founder Parry Malm recently contributed to a report of the House of Lords Select 

Committee on Artificial Intelligence – by presenting evidence at the All-Party 

Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Artificial Intelligence at the House of Parliament.  

Visualisations are hot right now as a means of conveying information, and we like this 

one. It’s an anatomical case study of the Amazon echo as a artificial intelligence system 

made of human labor https://anatomyof.ai/ 

 
If you’re intrigued to know more about deep learning and neural networks - check out 

this great overview, helpfully brought to our attention by Phrasee. 
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